
Creating Values That Matter: Rethinking
Development in the 21st Century
The world is facing a number of unprecedented challenges, from climate
change to inequality to the rise of populism. These challenges are putting a
strain on our traditional notions of development, which have focused on
economic growth and material well-being. It is clear that we need a new
approach to development that is more sustainable, more equitable, and
more inclusive.
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In this book, we argue that we need to move beyond a focus on economic
growth and material well-being to consider the broader range of values that
matter to people. These values include social justice, environmental
sustainability, cultural diversity, and human well-being. We believe that
these values are essential for creating a more just, sustainable, and
equitable world.

The Case for Values-Based Development
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There are a number of reasons why we believe that values-based
development is essential. First, we believe that it is the only way to create a
truly sustainable world. Economic growth and material well-being are not
sustainable if they come at the expense of the environment or social
justice. We need to find ways to develop that are in harmony with the
planet and its people.

Second, we believe that values-based development is the only way to
create a truly equitable world. Economic growth and material well-being are
not evenly distributed, and this inequality is a major source of conflict and
instability. We need to find ways to develop that benefit everyone, not just
the wealthy and powerful.

Third, we believe that values-based development is the only way to create
a truly inclusive world. Economic growth and material well-being do not
always lead to greater social inclusion. In fact, they can sometimes lead to
greater exclusion, as the wealthy and powerful become more isolated from
the rest of society. We need to find ways to develop that create
opportunities for everyone, regardless of their background or
circumstances.

The Challenges of Values-Based Development

There are a number of challenges to values-based development. First, it is
difficult to define and measure values. There is no one-size-fits-all
approach to values-based development, and what works in one context
may not work in another. Second, it can be difficult to balance different
values. For example, economic growth and environmental sustainability are
often seen as being in conflict. We need to find ways to develop that meet
the needs of both people and the planet.



Third, it can be difficult to create the political will for values-based
development. Powerful interests often resist change, and they may try to
block or undermine efforts to create a more just, sustainable, and equitable
world. We need to find ways to build public support for values-based
development and to create the political will to make it a reality.

The challenges of values-based development are real, but they are not
insurmountable. We believe that it is possible to create a more just,
sustainable, and equitable world. We need to start by changing the way we
think about development. We need to move beyond a focus on economic
growth and material well-being to consider the broader range of values that
matter to people. We need to create a new vision for development that is
based on values such as social justice, environmental sustainability,
cultural diversity, and human well-being. This is the only way to create a
future that is worthy of our children and grandchildren.
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