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In the realm of public health, there exists an elite force of medical
detectives, silently safeguarding the world from emergent health crises.
The Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) is a specialized branch of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that mobilizes highly
trained professionals to investigate outbreaks and prevent the spread of
infectious diseases. With the motto "In the Field, Where It Matters," these
medical detectives serve as the frontline warriors against global health
threats.

History and Mission

Established in 1951, the EIS was initially created to respond to the
burgeoning polio epidemic in the United States. Over the decades, its
mission has expanded to encompass a wide range of infectious diseases,
including COVID-19, Ebola, Zika, and influenza. EIS officers are deployed
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to outbreak hotspots around the world, where they conduct epidemiological
investigations, recommend control measures, and train local health
professionals.

Training and Selection

To become an EIS officer, candidates must possess an advanced degree in
medicine, epidemiology, or a related field. They undergo an intensive two-
year training program that covers outbreak investigation techniques,
disease surveillance, data analysis, and communication skills. Only the
most exceptional individuals are selected to join the prestigious ranks of the
EIS.

Outbreak Investigations

EIS officers play a pivotal role in outbreak investigations, which are critical
to containing the spread of infectious diseases. They work closely with local
health departments, hospitals, and laboratories to gather data, identify
potential sources of infection, and develop effective control measures. Their
expertise in epidemiology and outbreak investigation techniques allows
them to rapidly trace the transmission chain and implement appropriate
interventions.

Global Health

The EIS is a global force for health protection. EIS officers are deployed to
countries around the world, providing technical assistance and training to
local health systems. They work in collaboration with international
organizations, such as the World Health Organization, to strengthen global
surveillance and response networks. By sharing knowledge and expertise,



the EIS contributes to the prevention and control of infectious diseases
worldwide.

Disease Control and Prevention

Beyond outbreak investigations, EIS officers play a vital role in developing
and implementing public health strategies to prevent the spread of
infectious diseases. They provide guidance to healthcare professionals,
policymakers, and the general public on topics such as vaccination,
sanitation, and disease prevention. Through their research and advocacy,
EIS officers contribute to the advancement of public health knowledge and
practices.

The Epidemic Intelligence Service is an invaluable asset to global health
security. Its highly trained medical detectives are the first responders to
emerging disease threats, working tirelessly to protect communities from
the devastating impact of infectious diseases. Their dedication, expertise,
and commitment to public health have saved countless lives and made the
world a safer place.

Call to Action

To learn more about the remarkable work of the Epidemic Intelligence
Service, visit the official website of the CDC at cdc.gov/eis. If you are a
healthcare professional interested in joining the fight against global health
threats, consider applying to the EIS program. Together, we can make the
world a healthier place.
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