
Unveiling the Hidden Treasures: Exploring the
Natural Capital Created by Landscapes of War
Amidst the devastation and loss that war inflicts upon human societies,
there lies a paradoxical truth: the potential for ecological renewal. In the
wake of conflict, landscapes scarred by battle can transform into havens for
biodiversity, offering unexpected benefits for both nature and humankind.
This phenomenon is the focus of the thought-provoking book, "The Natural
Capital Created by Landscapes of War: Landscape 25." This article delves
into the captivating insights it provides, revealing the hidden treasures that
can emerge from the ashes of war.
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The Concept of Natural Capital

The term "natural capital" refers to the wealth of natural resources and
ecosystems that provide essential services to society. These include clean
water, fertile soil, biodiversity, and climate regulation. Landscapes of war
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often possess a unique combination of factors that can contribute to the
creation of natural capital, including:

Abandoned Infrastructure: Military infrastructure, such as
abandoned bunkers and trenches, can provide nesting sites for wildlife
and support the growth of vegetation.

Reduced Human Activity: Conflict often leads to the displacement of
local populations, resulting in a decline in human activities that can
disturb wildlife and damage ecosystems.

Soil Disturbance: Wartime activities can disrupt soil structure,
creating opportunities for new plant species to colonize and establish.

Fire and Deforestation: Conflict-related fires and deforestation can
trigger ecological succession, leading to the development of new
habitats and increased biodiversity.

Case Studies: Landscapes of Transformation

"The Natural Capital Created by Landscapes of War: Landscape 25"
presents compelling case studies from around the world that showcase the
remarkable transformations that can occur in post-conflict landscapes.
These include:

The Demilitarized Zone Between North and South Korea

This 2.5-mile-wide strip of land has become a unique sanctuary for wildlife
due to the absence of human activity. The area is home to a diverse range
of mammals, birds, and reptiles, including endangered species such as the
Amur leopard and the red-crowned crane.



The Western Front of World War I

The battlefields of the Western Front are now home to a network of
protected areas, including the Verdun National Forest and the Argonne
Regional Natural Park. These former killing fields have transformed into
thriving ecosystems, providing habitat for a variety of plant and animal
species.
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The battlefields of the Western Front of World War I have transformed into thriving
ecosystems, providing habitat for a variety of plant and animal species.

Benefits of Natural Capital for Post-Conflict Recovery

The natural capital created by landscapes of war can provide numerous
benefits for post-conflict recovery, including:

Economic Opportunities: Ecotourism and other nature-based
industries can generate revenue and create jobs in post-conflict areas.

https://reference.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InlzcWtrNVZHRENLeUdlYjlGbDI0YldpaUx0RTZKN21KMDVlSlwvTFhLM2szYXNOUlwvUDUxWGhCU3RJcXdHbmRNYTV2cytJMmY3anJTVG5IZk1SOEZlTGtNaVJQcjhUdzFMWUR1c0RnMlRaN3lERUgzV2dUdXJjd0NheDNmclZBTXJvWlFnUkp4NDZ0OGN3eDdxZHVTd0xseDRKdGxweGxoVm1GVnRCZXg1U1wvWnE2U2FCMTZxczFTcmpLT2FFQkxuWTVFOHUyMmZsd2l3SmdiWUJZcUpUZ0lDVVJLMTV6YUFMWURKVkhiS3pxdE9NcGJuajZGKzI4M3lFZGVZOEN6VVYiLCJpdiI6ImE3NzJmZDNjNGNkZTY4NTQ2OTM2NzZmYjc1ZTNmMmU0IiwicyI6IjQzY2IzNmRlYjdmNTJhYmYifQ%3D%3D


Health and Well-being: Access to natural spaces can improve
physical and mental health, especially for those affected by war.

Peacebuilding: Shared environmental goals can foster cooperation
and dialogue between former enemies, promoting peace and
reconciliation.

Climate Change Mitigation: Landscapes of war can act as carbon
sinks, absorbing greenhouse gases and helping to mitigate climate
change.

Challenges and Recommendations

While landscapes of war can create valuable natural capital, it is important
to acknowledge the challenges and complexities involved:

Unexploded Ordnance: War-torn landscapes may contain
unexploded ordnance, posing a threat to human safety and wildlife.

Pollution: Conflict can lead to environmental contamination, which
can harm ecosystems and human health.

Limited Resources: Post-conflict areas often face resource
constraints, making it difficult to invest in conservation efforts.

To overcome these challenges, "The Natural Capital Created by
Landscapes of War: Landscape 25" recommends a collaborative approach
that involves governments, NGOs, local communities, and international
organizations. This includes:

Demining and Environmental Remediation: Removing unexploded
ordnance and cleaning up contaminated sites is essential for ensuring



safety and restoring ecosystems.

Sustainable Land Management: Implementing sustainable land
management practices can help protect and enhance natural capital
while providing economic benefits.

Community-Based Conservation: Engaging local communities in
conservation efforts can foster a sense of ownership and ensure long-
term sustainability.

International Cooperation: Sharing knowledge and resources
between countries can accelerate post-conflict recovery and promote
the creation of natural capital.

"The Natural Capital Created by Landscapes of War: Landscape 25" is a
groundbreaking work that sheds light on the transformative power of
conflict-stricken landscapes. By understanding the complexities and
embracing the opportunities presented by these unique ecosystems, we
can unlock their potential to contribute to post-conflict recovery,
environmental sustainability, and the well-being of both nature and
humankind. It is our collective responsibility to foster the growth and
protection of natural capital in landscapes of war, ensuring that these scars
of the past become beacons of hope for the future.
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